
What are Counselors saying about their Foothill Horizons Experience?

COUNSELOR QUOTES
Being a counselor is worth it because you get to see the impact you have on your kids’ week. You are 
able to not only learn great leadership skills, but you are also able to find yourself and help others find 
things they love. You also get a bond that you might never have expected.
I learned how to be a leader and a positive role model the kids are able to look up to. I came here with 
almost no leadership experience, and I am able to leave with so much.

-Tessa Guentensperger
Gregori

Being a counselor is worth it because you are able to connect with the kids with no distraction of the 
outside world and you can impact them in a positive way. I learned that I have to keep being persistent 
and patient with everything I do.

-Simon Carmona
Enochs

Being a counselor is worth it because it teaches you important leadership skills and character traits that 
you can use for the rest of your life. I learned that I often rush everything and focus on the big picture 
rather than take time to understand the details. I also learned that it is important to not only look at the 
group as a whole but also understand in depth, the people individually that make up the group. This 
helps you more effectively lead the group.

-Peter Palombi
Beyer High

Being a counselor was worth it because it was super rewarding to see the difference I made in the kids 
lives. I was able to help one girl through homesickness by teaching her deep breathing techniques, and 
when she thanked me, I felt amazing! I also learned that it's just as important to bond with the kids and 
have fun, as it is to keep them safe.

-Sophia Potochnik
Beyer High

Being a counselor is worth it because you truly connect with all of the kids and it is an amazing 
experience.  I learned that I have a love for kids and love watching them experience new things. 
Something about leadership and managing students that I learned is that you can be their teacher first, 
and their friend second.

-Bella Lopez
Enochs



I learned that I am good with kids, and I love the wilderness. Leading a group is difficult, but good for 
you.  No matter how many times I come back here I am still mesmerized by everything.

-Gabe Ward
Gregori 

I get to be a part of the kids learning experience, and seeing the smiles on their faces tells me I did 
something right. I learned that I prefer nature to screens, by far, and that I love to work with kids. I also 
learned that when managing groups, it is important to have a healthy balance of rewards and 
sternness. Kids respond well when they respect you and have something to work toward.

-Alexandra Novoa
Enochs

Seeing the students have fun and grow is a fulfilling experience you won't forget. I learned that I did not 
have enough backbone to be strict prior to coming, but now I am capable of leading any group. 
Something I learned about leadership, is that you have to be nice enough for people to follow you, but 
equally strict so they respect you.

-Philip Gergis
Enochs

Not only do you get to know the kids and learn each of their unique works, you also learned a lot about 
who you are as a person. You get to relive your outdoor education experience with a new perspective. I 
learned that I am surprisingly patient with kids. I also learned that I am responsible and strict with the 
kids, but can also make them laugh and have good experience. 

-Juli Glodek
Gregori High

It is so worth being a counselor because you get to work with kids and leave an imprint on their lives. I 
learned that I work really well under pressure, and that I can handle multiple tasks at once.

-Keith Jackson
Gregori High

You learn many leadership skills such as responsibility and discipline. It is also amazing to be with kids 
and have them experience the amazing things outside with counselors behind them. I learned that I 
may struggle with students here and there, but I realized that you have other people to always help you 
and I can use those ways to help myself for when I become older and possibly use those methods with 
my own children.

-Cameron Goldman
Gregori High



It is a whole new experience that is different from anything you’ve done before. You get to really show 
how responsible you are and how caring you can be. I learned that I am able to tone myself down to 
work with younger children rather than being with people my own age. I am also able to survive very 
well without technology, even if it was difficult.J
- Jessica Herrera
Gregori High

Being a counselor is worth it because you get to develop more leadership skills, and get to see the look 
on the kids faces when they learned something new. I learned that I am good at working with kids and 
helping them when they need something. I think it will be helpful when I become a teacher.

-Hailie Dorsey
Downey High

You get to teach kids new skills, share some truths about the world and get away from your usual 
schedule.

-Anthony Fortt
Gregori

Being a counselor is worth it because you get to be one of only good role models the kids have (if they 
don't have one already). A student walked up to me on Thursday crying and saying she was sad 
because it was the last full day. I asked her what her favorite part was and she responded, “because 
you made me feel safe.” She went on to tell me about her home life, which was anything but ideal. It 
touched me to know that our staff could make her feel safe and allow her to enjoy a stress-free week.

I also learned that I really enjoy sitting out in nature without my phone. 
-Cynthia Holmes
Oakdale Grad

Being a counselor is worth it because I get to make an impact on the children and challenge myself to 
take on a leadership position. I learned that I can work with a co-counselor and communicate well to 
make sure that the kids are safe and supervised.

-Ramon Gonzales
Downey High

Being a counselor is worth it because you get the chance to experience new parts of nature and find 
out new things about yourself. You also get the chance to make new friends and be part of a small 
community for a week.

-Kimberly Vanhees
Oakdale



Being a counselor is worth it because of the experience of getting to help develop our youth in such a 
people-friendly environment. Foothill Horizons ois something that is unmatched. You can't get a better 
environment than Foothill Horizons that will help develop you as a leader  - and it is also super fun.

-Carson Hull
Modesto High

Being a counselor is worth it because it gives you a chance to really bond with children and to be a 
good role model. You are able to get to know each kid and be able to help them with their needs. The 
kids overall look up to you, and it's a great feeling. Everyone needs to experience this feeling. Overall, 
it's a new and great experience that will always have a positive outcome.

-Wyatt Dickens
Oakdale

Being a counselor is worth it because you are a role model for all your students, anything you do, they 
will want to do… And they will also want to be like you. You also will learn a ton or are of leadership 
skills by getting kids of line, getting them to bed, and getting them prepared for the day.

-Justin Fenn
Oakdale

Being a counselor is worth it because not only do I gain leadership skills, but I also get to be a good 
role model for kids who may not have one. We also get to learn along with them.
”Not all classrooms have four walls.”

-Cynthia Holmes
Oakdale Grad


